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mu18au part of nJu- x.unc-ﬁw and Ashrana. ' All post—1971
ana1=Bi:nl have stoutly resistad the resstablishmant af the
. Ramna Kalibari. Soma Hindus, backing the demand .«01
rebulilding thw Xalibari, hava suffered from polica
atrocitims. The BGolokdham of Chittagong, 1ike the Rasna
* Kalibari, has besn nmaﬂplwln< :avln.n:n. ' The Galokdham had
. um acres .of land, which wars acquired for the n:unﬂ-wa:a
:un»nln Mhnnln'- The act of :u1u:nv. continuing for soRa
“time, was tatally steppwed wlnh:ll of ulnlﬂspsun nuan1=nnpu=
by the locai Muslims. The Chandranath Dham n* gitakunda $n
Chittagaong is' an mutraordinarily. w!tn1nn:n . placw of
pilgrimagu for :nsnbu. ‘It has seven huge ponds, of which
*uc1 fave besn sisappropriaked. The annual warnings of thes
n:n:n1u:un: Dhawm amcunt to sesveral croras of Takas. Many
yRars lou. the mn<a1=al:w st up a committmm, which
dupostted n:ﬂlll*n=1n?4 aof thase sarnings with the
mnflﬁsnl:n. ‘kqaping tha rest for the msaintenance of the
tampls complex. In practice, numbers of the aforesaid

cooalttes mismappropriats tha sum set aspart for maintEnancs.

4:!. Hi ndu—Bouddha—~Christian Oikya Parishad (HBCOR)
publishwd in lakw Junm 1987 a vnnxwln $n which it listed 74
instances of -snuli»:n1pn< -n1onuwu-l unﬂuln1-nln in the
u1lnlnm=n fow msonths, 1.w. since Bsptember 1988. A wnt

- ipstances may - be recorded hers. On 3@ Eaptambaer 1988,

.&auwrwln:nl ;muanhmmzun an »aban-amlucnubrrlwbw manufacturaed

‘ at the Haritala rlavﬂl in tha Nakipur <munnal of thu
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N m:<ws:nnu1 cu:uwnl n: maww:n1l. n: Nu nnnuwc1 188, ths

A SR -

image =t ,l Kali wI!uwl nﬁ Ztr»nrrnpl <mwuwol. in the
x:irrrzrwu Upazila of Kushtia, was demolishad. On a
Dacenber 1982, the whita stone imagus of Bhiva, Radhagobinda
and Annapurna as also the Bhalagram wtone wers anrnl: in the
night. The police wers informed. But images wers nat
recovered. Me psnal action was taken against anybody.
Previsusly, the imagme of Narayan, made of wight precious
metals (Ashtadhatu) as munu the .lmuc.-._. image of Lakahmi were
staolen, thers being no recovery. Oa 11 Harch 1989, sore
than one hundrad local Muslims raided the Madanmohan Akhara

of Lalmohan :uiuuut in u:nul. at a time whmn devational
BONYS WErs wl»:a inge 42l< dastroved images, and bmat wup
n:n. devotees. nJ 16’ April 1787, the image of Ramgopal
tample of Ehailakupa Upazila in. Jhinaidaha was wtolan nr1n:a
tha night. Subsequently, the disfigurmd image was incataed
in the Shailakupa n1liln»na ground, On 21 Aprit 19687, in
the na1=m:a. one D«:& Ali shattered tha image in the Kall
nlavpl at Saheb Bazar in the district ?l!&n:tﬁnl1n of
Rijshahi. In courss of tha w-aa marning, Ayub Ali raided a

numbar of shops n::ln,c< Hindus.

Authoritiss frequantly ramain indiféerent to
thafte/dacoities commitisd in Hindu housss and conmarclal
::nl1mmx»=al. Mormover, thers ars organised .attacks by

.large groups of Husliss spainst Hindu villagers who sscurs

no relisf from guardians of law. A faw instances from the
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2,870 Die in Iripurg

NEW DELHI (UND — So far, 2,870
Chiakma tribal refugees from
have died in Indian reliefl camps in
Tripura.
According to official estimates, most of
these deaths were due to the rains,
diseases and psychosomatic probiems
related to their uprooting from ancestral
tribal lands in the Chittagong Hill Tracts,
More than 50,000 Chakma refugees
are tiving in the four vefugee camps in
| the South District of Tripura following

i their first influx on April 29, 1986, In-

dian efforts to persuade the

government to take hack their Buddhist

citizens seeking refuge from the
onslaught of Muskim non-ribal settlers

1pS

in the hill tracts have notfmet with
success,  Juu P20
mesaxguﬁh"gmgemmfm;
proposed a wisit by its High Commis.
sioner in New Delhi to the tribal camps
to reassure the refugees that the situa-
fion in Chittagong had improved for their
retirn. However, the date for the'High
Coinmissioner’s visk is yet to be fed, ac-
conding to a spokesman of the Comsmis-
sion here.
Bangiadesh had also proposed sending
a delegation of tribal deaders from the
Bangladesh side to the Tripura camps to
reassure the refugees and persuade them
to retumn to their lands. But no follow-
up action was taken by Bangladesh -

4 Intemations! Weekly Nawspaper + 80 cants « Sucond Class PG, Entry
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ACARTALA ey = Prime Minister
Rajv Candhi sud on Jan, 18 that Hew
Delhi was gravely womied by an wfiux of
refugees from nexghbonng Bangladesh.

He wid repanters that the ow of Hin-
chy refugees had grown snce the Bangla-
desh Puliament passed a consatutional
amendment st June making blum the
country's saie religon and sud that
many weve weoms of neligious i
tolerance,

Hoplag for 2 Stoppage

GCandhi, who wai campagnng in
novh-cast tndua for tast weel’s elecnons

in Nagatand and Mizoram. sad News

Defhi was discussing the problem wth
Bangladesh.

“But we have Lo be sure that the 1
fux stopg” he saud. “R tweatens fresh
rouble for the sensigwe noctheast indian
satey”

250,000 a Year Go to In

+ AR

Eigeoors - 33138

ladesh Refﬁgee Problen_:

“The government told Parliament re-
cently tha more than 25.000 Hindu re-

*Our smaller worry is because we have
to feed and shelter the refugees whose
numbers seem W be swelling” sad Cane
dhi. "But our bigger worry 1t because of
tive reason they keep coming. That 15 oc-
ligious molerance”

Many nfugees siy they fled Ban-
ghadesh o escape persecution. but they
are not welcome 1 india’s northeastern
states where locals say they lear an eco-
nomic @keover by the mugrants,
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Sri Bodhipal Mohathero
Speaks at the
NY- South Asia Forum Meeting

Receatly Sri Bodhipal Mohathero, 2 Buddhist priest of the

highest order in Bangladesh, Co-President of the Bangladesh

| Hindu Buddhist Christian Unity Council {(BHBCUC), advisor to
i the Bangladesh Freedom Fighter Integrity Council, and aa Ex-
. ccutive Vice President of the Love the Children Foundation,

E cpoke (o a gathering of the South Asia Forum in New York.

In his presentation Sri Mohathero described the plight of the

& non-Muslim minorities in Bangladesh since the partition of

| Beagal and [ndia in 1947, lcading up to the current situation of

B institutional and socio-cultural oppression, He reported that the

| destruction of temples and churches, homes and business, abdue-
E tion and murder of minorities, burning of minority neighbor-
| hoods continue to this day. He pointed out that the minoritics
i bavealways been atthe forefront of democratic movements in the
" country: from the language movements of the 1950s to Lhe anti-

.' f. military movements from the 1950s through the 19905, and the

& liberation war of 1971. In 1971 the couatry gained her independ-
& ence through the sacrifics of Muslims, Hindus, Christians, Bud-
. dhists and the tribal people. The Pakistan army killed over 3

& million people in nine months during the liberation war period,
B bul their main target were the minorities,

- Sri Mobathero said that the attack on minorities and their
- refigious institutions started within a short period of the country’s
- independence in 1971, and Lhat it intensified right alter the father

BB of the nation, Sheik Mujibur Rahman was assassinated in 1975.

¢ Oppression took on institutional form with the elevation of [slam
i state alfairs by President Gen, Zia, Finally, President Gen.
t Ershad, withthe Eighth Amendment o the Constitution, changed
. the secular constitution and made Istam the state religion of
i Bangladesh. Afier this, organized attack on minoritics, their
. temples and churches, schools, bomes and businesses increased,
i Confiscation of homes and properties without compensation and

3 “ithout notice, through the use of the so called Encry Property
B Act has become common practice, as has discrimination in

= employment. Already over 60% of the minority propertics have
| been confiscated, according to a recently published report. Sri

B Mochathero pointed out that because of organized attack on
@ ‘minoritics, insecurity and discrimination, their population has

i.- come dowu to about 13% of the total from 30% at the time of the

& partition in 1947, Already, majority of the Bangladeshi Hindu,
§ Christian, Buddhist and tribal people live in India, and he de-

g manded that this process must not continue. Evea thuugh the
p- minorities have a higher school and college completion rate,
| constituting as high as 22% for some age groups, they are hired at
E between 0% to 4% in various sectors of the government, semi-
§ government institutions, banking and industrial scctors.
§  He pointed out that at the personal level there is goodwill
& between Bangladeshi Muslims and the minorities, and be ap-
-~ pealed to the democratic minded peacc-loving people, particu-

[

larly the Bangladeshi Muslims, to support the just cause of th
minorilies 5o that they can continue to live in their homeland.
Sti-Mobathero pointed out that after years of strugale, th

minorities formed, with the full support and cooperation of th
pregressive Muslims, the All Party Hindu Christian Buddhis
Unity Council in 1989, This was necessary since the majorily com
munity (ailed to raise the consciousness of the public regarding
the plight of the minorities and protect them aver the last 40-pluy:
years. The lirst convention of the BHBCUGC in Dhaka was opence
by the acted Bengali poct Sufia Kamal, and the advisory council
of the organization include almost all the progressives in Bangla.
desh, Muslims and non-Muslims. Some of the major demands ol
the BHBCUC are: repeal of the Eighth Amendment and resto-
ration of the original secular constitution; abrogation ol the
Enemy Property Act and return of the confiscated homes, shops
and businesses and belongings to the original noa-Muslim own-
ers; reconstruction of temples and churches destroyed, burned or
desecrated in 1989 (over 400) and in 1990 (over 2,500); restora-
tion of the 8th century Ramna Kali temple destroyed by the
Pakistani army and subsequently by the Bangladesh governmen;
the 14th century Dhakeswari Mandir; the 13th century Kaibalva
Dham Ashram and temple; compensatian for thousands of busi-
nesses and homes destroyed in October 1990, spring 1991 and
summer 1991; hiring of minorities in jobs; return and resettle-
ment of refugees; and, raising public consciousness for the equal
trealmeant of the minaritics as Bangladeshi citizens.

A qucstion and answer period followed Sti Mohathero's presen-
tation. The meeting was attended by people from various South
Asian activist groups such as Ekia, Tauch, Tagore Socicty, and
women'’s organizations. People from Bangladesh, India, Paki-
stan, Iran and the U.S, attended the meeting, _

Last October Sri Mobathero attended the International Humaan
Rights Confcrence on Bangladeshi Minorities in London. He
came to the U.S. at the invitation of his followers in this counlry.
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India Admits Failure to Cut Bangladesh Influx

By SANJOY HAZARIKA
Savcial te The New York Thers

NEW DELHI, Dec.15 — The Indian
Government has scknowledped that its
failure to deport iliegal seltiees from
Bangiadesh has created problems de-
scribad as serfous and complex.

Secking betier lives, several million
Bangladeshis have fled to Indis to es-
cape paverly, overpopulalion and
flooding. ¥

"We came here in 1971 and we have
stayed since,” said Shefk Barah, a tai-
for from Dhakn who lives in a crowded
slum in New Dehhl, where ai leasi
100,000 have lllegally seitied. He said
that his children attended local schools

and that they lived more comloriably
in india than In Bangladosh.

Dther Banglddeshix lnd such work
as rickshaw drivers, construction
workers and laborers or coliect and
seil things that can be recycied from
tirash, like wood, cardboard, newspa-
pers mnd plastics, Others are engaged
In smuggling and Arading.

Their presence here has been both
resenied and expioited. Because the
Bangladeshis, predominantly Muslim,
are viewed a3 sn economic and culiur-
al threm, t are witen victims of
physical ati

Under the lndlan Constitution, staie

administrations have powers 10 depori

Hlegal immigrams. Bul Incal same pol-
iicians, encouraging lhe migration,
have hel sctile the Bangiadeshis,
arran for them 1o reccive ratlon
cards and {lcgally enrolicd thousands
of the immigrunts on voiing lists. Ji
rewurm, they demand thelr lovalty and
their vote, The numbor of Bangladeshis
on voting lists in the districis neighbor-
ing Bangiadesh in casiern India are
said v olten influcnce the outcome of
elections.

The cxodus I3 must appurent in the
staies of Assmn, Tripurn and West
Bengal, where an vpposition Jawmaker
said fliegal migrasus had recenily dem-
onztrated in Caleuua, copital ol West

1992

Dec.

Torched Hindu Viilages in Barabkunduy Chittagnng'

Benpal, Lo demand citizenship righis.
The Minister of Sunte for Home Al-
faire, M. M. Jacob, snid in remarks
talevised natlonwide this mopth Lhat
the Government's “liberal policies™
had led lo a "very large™ number of
Bangladeshis settling in this country.
Mr. Jacob told Parllament thal there
were about 537,000 Bangladeshis !n
West Bengal alone. The authoritles es-
limate that about 200,000 Bangladeshis
cross inlo Wes1 Bengal every year.
Mr. Jacob said the Government did
not have an overatl figure for the num-
ber of all {llegal migrants, nor did he
indicate any steps that the Govern-
ment planned Lo take to curh the inflix
or pvict those living here Hiegally.
Crities have accused New Delhl of
tacking pelicies to deal with influxes
that ied (o anu-immigrant viclence in
the rortheasiern siste of Assam be-

tween 1972 and 1985, Several thousand
_Kou_n died in ethnie, religious and
ingulstic clazhes among communilies
in the ferille valiey of the Brahmaputra
River. The army is now cracking down
on Assamese in nts who are fighs-.
ing for an independent siaie.

Lal Kishen Advani, itader of the
rightisi Bharallya Janaia Party, de-
scribed the Government's aititude 10
migratiens as “casual” and warned
that India waz “becoming & dharam-
sala,” or cheap boarding-house.

An nsurgency, ignited by resenl-
memt against the presence of aliens,
has troubled the neighboring wate of
Tripura for several years. Indigenous
tribespeople in Tripurs have been re.
duced 10 & mincrity in recent decades,
swamped by the averwhemling migra-
tion of Bengali-speaking settlery irom
Bangladesh, ’

Migration [ram Banglad

The N

izsue in three Indian sta

Mirashori,

in

Remains of Hindu housies

Chittagong Dec.
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DIFFERENT ASPECTS OF DISCRIMINATION
AGAINST RELIGIOUS MINORITIES

L™y

By Major General ﬁmﬁb C. R. Dutta, 8. U.

Mr. fresident. Distinguished Guesls,
Ladies and Genllemen,

Before 1 begin my diseoures, | ask all of you {o stand for a moment In stlenl
iribute {o all those who had given thelr lives during lhe War of Liberallon and
alao durlng the movement for democracy in the recent past.

Today | shall deal with a subjeet about which i did not enlicipale to speak even
about two decades ago in the free soll of Bangladesh. because when |
parliclpaled in ihs Bangladeah Liberation War in 1971 a3 a Seclor
Comumandler, | had a dream. ihe dream that In the lberaled country of
Bangladesh, there would be no dislinciion beiween man and man elther for
rellgion or race or polilical beflef, But within a span of a shori ime my dream
was shatiered. 1 slaried feeling that although | tried hard for Integraiton
beiween the religious majortly & religious minorily, a sectlon of powerful
polliical and social group crealed obsiacles and road block. The religious
minorilles are being persecttled and diserimninaled againsl, Some people show
Jimitless audacity by questioning the poliiical loyalily of the rcligious
minoritles wha, In facl are the worst suflerers of the Liberation War, The
overwhelning majority of Lhe refugees who-Were driven out of their homes
and who were forced lo take sheiler in India’belong (o minority community.

In to-dny's Bangladesh great majorily of 1he rellfious minorities leel insecure.
Only Inal October {here was great communal disturbances all over Bangindesh
that was engineered by Lthe Governmeni of {he day and even some minisiers
reporledly Instigated H. '

Coupied with the persecutions of Lhe minorities, in"all walks of lifc there Is a
visible discrimination againsi the minorly communily.

Let us Nrst pive a look at Parlament. In 1954 lhe pumber of Parliament
Members in East Pakistan Assembly was 309 of whom 72 were minority
representalives, In 1973 oul of 316 members the’ minority represenialives
were 12, in 1970 : 8, In 1988 : 4 and in 199} only 11, whereas as per
population the minority represenialives ought In he have been 60, but It has
been nround 10 In the lasl iwo decades,

In defence services, ithe minorily represenialion is alanningly poor. Out of
80.000 Jawans In the Army. only 500 befong to ithe minority community.

community. -

Posts Total strength Minosity
Second LT/LT 900 3

Caplaln 1,300 L

Major 1,000 S 40

LL Col. 450 8

Colonel 70 1
Brigadier 65 Nil

Major General _22 Nil

Total 3,807 e3

In the B. D. R. oul of 40,000 Jawans only 300 belong to the minor

Below 1 give the figures of the Police Department :

Post Total strength Minority
ASP / Assl. Commiasioner 835 40
DSP } Addl. SP 87 2
SpJAG ¢ 123 10
DIG 18 1
Addl. 1G . a8 NiL
1 1 NIL
Total a70 B3
Ordinary Pollce 80.000 2,000

There is virlually no representation of the minoritles in lhe ministry
foretgi, home or defence ministries.
Below | glve the Ngures in the secretariat

Class 1V In aulonocimous

L. Eosts Total strength Minorty
Tolal no. of bliicers 8,500 aso
and employees
‘fotal no. of class 1
and class 2 oflicers 58,4056
Third & fourth class
employees 6,96,000
Clasa 1 offlcers in
Aulonomous bodles 46,804 3 to B%
Classa lwo officers
in autonomotus bodies 31,001 . _
Class three officers
in autonomotis bodles 1,51,308

1,39,208




Secretariat

Secrelary 49 N1t
Addl. Secrelary 28 ] Nil
Joint Secrelary 194 3

Depuly Sccretary 483 a5
Excise and cusioms

Officials _ 152 |

Income lax officials 450 8

There i nol a single member of minorily cammunity holding the posl of
Chalrman or direclor In Ihe Governmenl, Seml-governmeni or aulonomous
aorganisalions.

There are fve direclors in the nationallsed Scnall Bank, four In Agranl Bank.
7: Shilpa Bank and five in Krishi Bank. Not any one of them Is & meinber af the
minorily commuaiiy.

Thers is nol = single minorily ambassador or high commissioner, There are
oply iwo oiliclals abroad in the lower echolon of the Bangtadesh misslons.

Accordind (o a survey conducled in the nalionalized mills nod fuclory the
percentage of the minorities among Ihe oflicials is one, among {he emplayes
three o four and among the labour focce it Is below one,

Likewise, in the trade and industry fiekls the same kind of disparity exists.
There has been deliberale and systemalle discriminallon against the nminority
communtly in maticrs of granling licence and other facifliles In selling up
indusiries, banks and Import-exporl tracle. As n consequence, the smnll and
miidle class business men are being erippied.

The marwarl eommunily of the counivy has long since been assoclaled wilh
the economic developinent and growlh of the nalion. They made remarkable
contributions In the war of liberatlon. But they are being discriminated, For a
tong periodd they have been connected with the juie Bualness, Bul pow {hey
are nol belng issued license. They also cannol dispose of (helr lnnded
preperiles. Perseculion of the Marwaries continue unabaied. .

There is also discrimination tn the maller of higher educalion and awarding
scholarships while religlous ieachers have been appolnted in each school for

Impaling Islamic instruciion. Crores of laka are being speni for the

development of madrashas and even an Islamic Universily has been set up bud
there are no facilitles or arrangemenis for educallon of other religlons,
Sanskrit ols' and 'Pall instituiions’ exist In name only. Though lhere Is a
handful of rcligious {eachers belonging lo the minority communily they are
diseriminaled againsi in terma of satary and olher beniliia,

In the lale seventies viclous communallsm was spread throuph the me
texi books. They sang (hc glory of one religlon and used Indicient
against other religlons, Thus the children are Imperied communal orle
from the very begining of their life.

Although the government spends huge amount of money for sell
development and extension of pariicular religlous instiiions and sacred
t{here is no alighlest effort to preserve and develop Hindu temples. Bl
monoslerles and Christlan Churches, There Is also no proceas under
repalr and recansirucl the damaged and desiroyed the weliglous place:
minorily communliles. In course of ime these Insiliutions get effaced.

Although prayer places have been set up In varlous gover
scmlgovernment, aulonomus organizalions as well as In educ
institutlons, there are no such factlliles for those belonging to Hindu, B
and Christlans religions. At the beginning of cvery governmenl spc
funclion the recliailons are rendered [rom one particular holy book. |
rllual Ia denled lo other holy books. Even in radlo and lalevision rec
are rendared from one parlicular holy book with due solemally lo m
begening and conclusion of the programmes, In this procesa a par
religion Is patronized and glorified while other religions scriplures a
aul in a very casual tpanper, Thus these religlous {eachings are Indignil

desanetified.

While the belivers of a particular religion gel special facililies while the;
pligrimage., ihe members with other religious bellels arc discrin
ngainsl. The festivals connected wilh one pariicular rcliglon gel:
treatmeni whercas the lestivals connecled with olher religions ar

uncercmonlously cbsereved.

A mosque has been bulld al the savar memorial lo commemorate the s
of the war of liberatlon. But prayer houses for thoss believing In other &
have not been founded. Bul I 13 a hard fact that people from all religlo

thelr blood {0 achleve independence.

The pak occupalion forces demolished the hisloric Ramana {emple al
Anandamayee” Ashram. The prical of the femple Premananda Glrl an
saints were punned down. Many iemples and monastaries in other pl
Bangladesh were also desiroyed. Blshop lather Evance was also brutally

During the aulocratic rule beef was served In the prisons breaking the
(raditiona, In len laka note, the massage of a parlicular religion was Ins

Among the religlous minorities, scheduled casis and hartjan prople |
most backward. So they used lo get special ircaiment to the areas of ed
eic during the Brilish perlod. Bui al present they are deprived o
facllities.




Torched Minority Village in Gi takundu, Chittagong Dec. 1992

1992

Destroyed Teﬂ:le of Sylhet.,
DelC .
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Bu;n down Hindu houses in Bholay Dec. 1992"
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Torched Minority

Student Dormitory,

_Sylhet Dec. 1992
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CONFISCATION OF NON-MUSLIM MINORITY PROPERTIES

LEGAL CONFISCATION OF MINORITY PROPERTIES, WITHOUT
COMPENSATION AND WITHOUT NOTICE THROUGH

ENEMY [VESTED] PROPERTY ACT

During the Protest meeting of Khuina Imam Parisad a group of Communal
looters attacked Khuina Dharma-Shava lemple with Sticks and rods in their hands. Al rear of
the photograph some communal hooligans are trying to break the boundary wall of ihe
temple with a piece of heavy timber in a very frenzied mood. This savage act will make any
conscious Person cry oul, :




