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This book is the exact duplication of Bidyut Sarkar's original "Glani". HRCBM is thankful to Mr. Bidyut Sarkar for his great work, "Glani" (The Disgrace).


Although the book has attempted to impart abundant instances of Human rights abuse and ethnic discrimination in Bangladesh, it is often not complete. We understand that there were numerous such incidents out of which only some published news is recorded. 

This online publication is to provide you a glimpse of 1992 atrocities, which has forced hundreds of thousands of Hindus to flee Bangladesh.



DEDICATION

To all those who lost their lives, those who suffered, and
those who were forced to flee their beloved homeland.



LETTER FROM THE EDITOR

This volume is a collection of newspaper clippings, articles, and statements made by several
members of Bangladesh Parliament and the U. S. Congress on minority persecution in Bangladesh.
The primary purpose of this collection is to commaunicate to the world that a systematic persecution of
the religious (Hindu, Buddhist, and Christiar) and ethnic (tribals) minorities has been going on in
Bangladesh since 1975, which has intensified at an alarming rate since 1988, when Islam was
declared the state religion, doctoring the constitution.

Minority persecution in Bangladesh has become commonplace in recent years. The military
governments of Bangladesh in the past had not only aided the Islamic fundamentalists carry out -
minority pogroms but also directly participated in the process. And, under the current democratic
government, the situation has only worsened. The latest large scale minority pogrom eclipsed all the
past ones. Between the 6th and 16th of December, 1992, 15 Hindu men women and children were
kitled, 2,600 women raped, 10,000 injured, 200,000 (two hundred thousand) people made homeless,
3,600 temples and places of worship razed, 40,000 minority houses destroyed, and tens of thousands
of Hindu-owned businesses burned to the ground.

Minority persecution has become a semi-institutionalized process in Bangladesh. This is
virtually a continuation of the policy of the Pakistani military junta who ruled Bangladesh untit 1971.
According the first constitution of the country, Bangladesh was a secular democracy, but following
the assassination of the founder President of the country in 19735, the military dictators rehabilitated
the previously discredited fundamentalist Islamic political parties into national politics. With the
infusion of arms and cash from such militant Islamic countries as Libya, Saudi Arabia and Iran, these
fundamentalist Islamic forces began to consolidate themselves and exert tremendous influence on the
government. While they brutalized the minorities physically, the government, dispossessed them of
their property by using the infamous "Vested Property Law", denied them justice, employment and
business opportunities. Temples were desecrated and deswoyed, women kidnapped, raped and
killed, routinely. The process climaxed in 1988 when the government even abandoned the pretense of
being secular and declared Islam as the state religion. This amendment of the constitution in effect
"legitimized” minority persecution. Following the proclamation of Islam as the state religion,
thousands of major historical places of worship and temples were razed, women raped and people
pushed off their properties thus forcing them to {eave the country.

This has continued, and the worst happened under the current democratically elected
government of Begum Khaleda Zia, who appointed a war-criminal the President of the country.
Between the 7 - 13 December, 1992, the fundamentalist Muslims, using the communal unrest in India
as a ploy, mobilized in thousands in the mosques throughout the country, and then methodically
desecrated and destroyed thousands of temples, looted and set fire to tens of thousands of Hindu-
owned businesses and houses, raped Hindu women, severely injured many and killed 15. According
to published reports, villages where Hindus are concentrated were burned to the ground one after
ancther. In one such incident at Miresarai, the pogrom started at 11 P.M. and continued undeterred
through 3 A.M. Rather than protecting the victims, the government had its student front, the
Jativatabadi Chatradal , further terrorized the brutalized, fear-stricken, uprooted Hindus by firing
upon the burning villages. Atrocities of similar magnitude occurred in such places such as Miresarai,
Kurubdia, Maheshkhali, Bhola, Manikgonj, Chittagong, Sunamgonj, Sylhet, etc. As & result of the
pogrom, in the district of Bhola alone 50,000 minorities became homeless.

Instead of preventing the pogrom or stopping the atrocities, the Prime Minister, Begum
Khaleda Zia tried to suppress the entire incident. In her nationally televised speech, the Prime
Minister loudly demanded that the razed Babri mosque in India be rebuilt immediately, but she failed
to refer to the fact that thousands of temples--some of them older than the Babri Mosque-- were being
destroyed in her own country as she was speaking. Rather, she congratulated the people. for
“maintaining communal harmony and peace”, thus cleverly sending a clear and loud sigral to the
fundamentalists that it is o.k. to annihilate the ethnic and religious minorities of the country.

Although a handful of courageous reporters and some opposition Members of Parliament have
vividly reported these disgraceful incidents and the progressive Muslim intellectuals of the counoy
have both condemned the fundamentalists and accused the government of its inaction, this feeble
protest is not enough to arrest the process. Over the past eighteen years, the government controlled
media has suppressed the spirit of our liberation war and independence--secular democracy and non-



commungl nationalism. This has turned the clock backward; Islamic fundamentalism is now
threatening to wipe out the secular forces.

This ominous process is being accelerated by a group of Bengali intellectuals who present
thernselves as liberal humanists in the lecture circuit, but, in practice, promote Islamic nationalism.
Time and time again in New York, for example, they have denied the fact that minorities of
Bangladesh are being systematically persecuted thus blocking our efforts to raise public awareness
about the issue. Similarly,whenever we have tried to present our problem to the international
community they have invariably drowned our voice by shouting or by applying physical force. Yet
another group of community leaders in New York, have always tried to diffuse the issue by saying
that "the sporadic incidents of communal violence against the minorities of Bangladesh are due to
decline in law and order situation”. They are, however, interestingly, extremely vocal against every
single incident of communal violence against the Muslims all over the world.

Joining the chorus, in the past, many Muslim leaders of the progressive political parties of
Bangladesh often said:"The solution to the minority problem lies in the country’s return to
democracy”, suggesting that there was no need for organizing the minorities of the country under the
leadership of Hindu Buddhist Christian Unity Council to restore their civil rights. However, it should
be reminded that the minority pogrom-1992 occurred when a democratic government was in power.
During the pogrom-1992, the head of the so called democratic government, Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia not only did not acknowledge the minority pogrom of December 1992 but also refused to
let Bangladesh Red Crescent supply emergency relief goods in the affected areas, thus ensuring that at
least some of them die of starvation and exposure. She also denied journalists and other agencies
with relief goods entry into those areas so that the civilized world may not learn aboat it
Consequently, many of the 200,000 victims of the pogrom are still living under the sky. This leaves
us with no doubt about what the minorities of Bangladesh feel today, i.e., there exists a well thought
out plan along the line of what is happening in the Islamic Republic of Sudan: “cleansing” the country
of its ethnic and religious minorities. To take one example of how the fundamentalists and the
government collaborate in the process, 600 tribal people were systematically murdered by the local
Muslim scttlers and the paramilitary forces at Logang in the district of Chittagong Hill Tracts, in April,
1992. And, of course, the 45,000 Buddhists who were driven out of Chittagong Hill tracts still
remain refugees in Indian refugee camps, not to mention the hundreds of thousands of Hindus who
have sought shelter in India, Canada , and the United States.

The civil and human rights of the ethnic and religious mincrities of Bangladesh have
systematically been violated for the past eighteen years, it continues under the current democratic
government of Begum Khaleda Zia. They are not only being discriminated against in every sphere of
social life, but also continually subjected to unprovoked communal violence involving murder, rape,
arson, arrest on fictitious charges and the like which has forced them to leave the country in
thousands. Today, the members of the minority communities are not allowed to withdraw their own
savings from the banks in large sums. The Hindu women are even afraid of wearing their traditional

~dress. Thus, they live there like prisoners in their motherland.

The world does not know about it; because of the strict censorship under which the media
work in Bangladesh, these incidents have remained largely unreported to the world. But for this
genocide to stop--and it must stop-- the community of civilized nations must be made aware of it.
Since neither the minorities nor the small group of progressive Muslims, who oppose minority
persecution in the country, is strong enough to put up an effective resistance to the government-
backed Islamic fundamentalist forces, only pressures from the world community may save the
minorities of Bangladesh from extinction.

This miniscular attempt at communicating our plight to the civilized world would be amply
rewarded if only one more person in the world feels that this mayhem has got to stop.

Compiled and edited by-

Bidyut Sarker .
Secretary, -
Bangladesh Hindu Buddhist Christian (and Tribal
Unity Council of North America, New York.
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Congress of the United States - |
Bouge of Repregentatives

Waghington, PEL 20515
November 13, 1382

Prime Minister Begum Khaleda Zia
c/o Embassy of Bangladesh

2201 Wisconsin Avenue, Suite 300
Washington, D.C. 20007

Dear Madame Prime Minister:

We, Members of the United States House of Representatives,
are writing to express our strong concern over reports of a
massacre in the Chittagong Hill Tracts of your country.

According to reliable reports, om April 10, 15992, the town
of Logong in the Chittagong Hill Tracts was surrounded by Bengali
settlers accompanied by paramilitary forces. The inhabitants of
the town were then systematically murdered. Military officials in
Khagrachari admit to over 130 dead; estimates from Amnesty
International and human rights organizations in Bangladesh range
up to 600 or more. Eyewitnesses report that the entire village
was burned to the ground.

We are shocked and upset by these reports, which suggest the
killing of innocent vidétims on a tremendous scale. The
continuing effort to subdue the people of the Chittagong Hill
Tracts has been marked by repeated accusations that government
security forces have violated the basic human rights of the
inhabitants of that area. Reports of torture, rape, and
extrajudicial execution have been common for several years.

Although we understand that your government is engaged in an
ongoing conflict with the armed opposition group Shanti Bahini,
rebellion can never be an excuse for murdering civilians, much
less full-scale massacre. We call on your government to undertake
an immediate, full, and impartial investigation into these
reports, and to punish those responsible.

We are also concerned that these events are part of a larger
pattern in your country of mistreatmsnt of religious minorities.
The estazblishment of Islam as the state religion continues to
cause concern among Hindu,  Christizn, and Buddhist minorities;
reports of attacks on religious minorities are common.

Furthermore, several million Bangladeshi Buddhists remain refugees
in India.



The time has come for the govermment of Sangladesh to take
action in rectifying this sicuacion, in line with its posicion as
a constitutional democracy and a responsible member of the world
commnity. Great changes have taken place in your country in the
last two years, changes that are applauded by democracies
throughout the world. “hction on these issues will show your
comuitment to upholding international human- and civil-righes
standards. We look forward to a response from your govermment to
our concerns.

Sincerely,

Ay d. Ol

GRRY /.. ACHKERMAN

THOMAS M. FOGLIE

Hember of Congress ; M r of Congress
HENRY A. WAXMAN . ELIOT L. ENGEL Y
Member of Congress . Memher of Congress
Dem bkt Y IR
DANE ROHRABACHER BERNARD SANDERS
Member of Congress Member of Ccongress

HRISTOPHER H. SMITH 5T
Member of Congress ~ Member of Longress

Al =

EDOLPHUS TOWNS /MIKE ESPY ae/
Member of Congress Member of C&ETrass
RICHRRD H. STRLLING ‘( FRANK PALLONE, Jr. J"
Member of Congress Memhar of Congress

PETER A, AeFAZIO S
- TIN J.
Member of Cangress

Member of Congre

oy,
CE A, EYLA i RONALD K. MACHTLEY

Member of Congress - Member of Congress
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June 24, 1988

Bangladesh Votes for Muslim Rule

By MOHAN RAM

Special by Enulta Abrosd
* NEW DELHI— Amid violent street pro-
tests, the Bangladesh Natignal Assembly
onJune 7 voted to make the country an
Islamic state. The opposition parties;
which had boycotted the March Assembsly
elections, vowed to fight the step, which
they regard as retrogressive,

Bangladesh, the world’s largest Mus-

limemajority country, with a pepulation
of 104 million after Indonesia, 164
millien, has been passing through an
upheaval since November, with the ma-
jor oppusition parties demanding the
resignation of President Hussain M
Ershad.

Won 1988 Election

He seized power through a coup in
1982 and had tried ta legitimize his rule
with an election in 1986, which his newly-
formed Jatiya Party won amid charges of
massive rigging.

Gen, Ershad tied to blunt the move-
ment that began in November by dis-
solving Parliament and calling fresh
elections, but the two major oppasition
alliances said they would not participate
in the voting unless the President
stepped down first. The elactions were
marked by violence and a low voter
- tumout,

Opposition View

The opposition parties believe the
decision to make Islam the state religion
had no compelling reason except Er-
shad’s anxiety to stay in office

There has been a lull in the opposi-
tion campaign since the March elections,
and the general hat used it to push his

Idlamization plan to divide the people -

" and divert the movement the oppasition
was trying to renew. The opposition’s
campaign aimed at restoration of dem-
ocracy through a free and fair election,
with the President stepping down first.

When Bangladesh came intg beingin
1971, secularism was one of the state
principles, So the opposition sees in
Islamization a conspiracy against the

+ spirit of the liberation war,

Seceded an Beagall lasue
. Bangladesh, known as East Paksitan
" until 1971, seceded from Pakistan but not

qver religion. The issue was one of
Bengali national identity.

Moves toward Islamization in pre-
breakup (1971) Pakistan took the form
of an assault on Bengali identity through
measures [ike imposition of Urdu as the
official fanguage while Lhe majority of
Paldstan’s population spoke Bengali.

The homogenous cultural nationalism
of the Bengalis left little room for
Islamization. For instance. the degree of
women's participation in the professions
and politics was remarkably high for a
Muslim-majority country. Bengali cultural
natonalism cat across religion. (Hindu,

‘Buddhist and Christian minorities ac-

count for 10 percent of the Bangladesh
population).
Why It Is Opposed

The o

of Democracy because Ershad’s appeal
now is to religion in a milieu of religious
fundamentaiism all arourd.

Women's Rights Issue

The equal rights enjoyed by women
may be the biggest casuaily. Islarn as the
state religion would astomatically render
the religious minosities second-class
ciizens and expose them lo discrim-
ination,

I theory, India should have na reason
to be concerned over what technically is
an internal matter of Bangladesh, Paii.
stan has become an Islamic state and
even the Communist-ruled Afghanistan
has prociaimed iteelf an Isiamic country,

But it has far-reaching implications for
India. India helped the emergence of
Bangladesh after 10 million Bengalis fled

itien to the Islarsization of

Lo India to escape Pakistan teryor, Three
. -

Student activists, supporting the opposition-led strike against the controversial lslamic hill,
damaged a vehicle near Dhaka University campus last week. (Photo: UNR

Bangladesh is for these reasons:

* The Parliament that enacied the
lslamization measure is illegal and
therefore cannot amend the 1973 Con-
stitution.

* Bangladesh has been a unique ex-
ample of religious harmony and Idamiza-
tion would lead to religious conflict.

* The move is a manipulation of Er-
shad's "West Asian mentors” in a nation
knowa for its secular past.

The immediate domestic implications
of the measure are ominous. it would
divide the Movemenit for te Restoration

million Bengalis died in the 1971 burmoil
and several hundred Indian soldiers were
killed in the war.

Until 1971, India had largely received
Hindu refugees from East Pakistan flee-
ing the oppression of 2 Muslim-majority
regime. But those who came in 1971 dur-
ing the upheaval were both Hindus and
Mustims. In theory, every refugee wheo
came after March 1977 is supposed to -
tave been sent back.

If the Budkdhist Chakmas of the Chit-
tagong Hill Tracts district are treated as
a category apart. the influx irnto India's
Assam, Meghalaya, West Bengal and Tri-
pura states is an illegal one. This is the
spiltover of Bangladesh's poverty into
India in the form of illicit immigrants in
search of better economic opportanity.

An Islamic Bangladesh might resuit in
a new tide of Hindis refugees into India.
Flight from religious persecution ceas
ed to be a phenomenon after 1971, Qver
a time India might have ta reckon with
the flight of religious minorities from
Bangladesh even while it is thinking of
erecting a fence argund the 17year-old
nation,

Second, India wili be facing an Istamic
statz on the East in addition to Pakistan
on the West, lslamization in Ranctadesh



. By LA DULT
WASHINGTON — A Buddhist
mank from the Chitagong hill tracts gravated by Dhaka's pollcy of setting
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Protest In Bangla Desh |

From News Dllpaéhun

DHAKA: The United Council of
Hindu, Buddhist and Christlan
cammunitias has held a rally in
the capital urging the Government
to refrain from making islam as
the State refigion of Bangladsesh,

Presided over by Major
General(Retd) Chittaranjan Dutta,
a leading member of the Hindu
community, the meeting voiced its
strong protest against a constitu-

tion amendemant bill in Parlia-.

ment on May 11 which among
others secks lo make Islam the
State religion.

Boudhi Pal Mahathero and

Prof.Gabrial Manik Gomej also
spoke at the rally on behalf of the
Buddhist and Christtan
communities.

A memorandum demanding
the withdrawal of the bill was read
out at the rally and was later
handad gver io tha Speaker of the
Jatiya Sangsad (National Parlia-
ment), Shamsul Huda
Chowdhury.

in its memorandum, the coun-
¢il recallad the geneais of
Bangladesh and said the libera-
tion of the country was achieved
on Decamber 16,1971 through the
united sacrifices of the people
belonging to Musiim, Hinduy,
Chrislian and Buddhist
communities.

It said making islam the State
religion would be contrary to the

* spirit and values of the natlon's

liberation war,



Unnatural Disasters

Pogroms have killed thousands of
Bangladeshi minorities; millions more are

‘refugees in India.

By G.R. Chowdhury

n the West, Bangladesh is a syn-

onym for poverty, a basket-case

nation with a soarin la-
ion, a pitiful economy, and a plague
of natural disasters, Less well known
is that the country’s minorities have
long waged one of the world’s most
difficuit and serious struggles for sur-
vival. Successive military- and gov-
ernmeni-sponsored pogroms have
killed thousands of minority Bangla-
deshis outright, while the fortunate
ones have become refugees in India.

In perhaps the most dramatic in-
stance, the Pakistan army killed three
million people in nine months during
the course of Bangladesh's 1971 war
of independence. Ten million refu-
geestook shelterin Indiz, Most victms
were members of the Hindu minority.

Today, attacks on minorities and
theircultures in Bangladeshtake many
forms. Mincrities are the victims of
government-sponsored pogroms and
riots as well as of a ban on the hiring
of minorities. Moreover, they suffer
police, military, and judicial inaction
in the face of individual and Muslim-
sponsored terror, discrimination, and
repression.

A particularly glaring case is the
Enemy Property Act, initially passed
in 1949, then renamed in 1965 and
1972. Under this law the government
canconfiscate minority properties and

‘businesses with no compensation or
notice simply by declaring a person to

be an enemy of the state. Between

1975 and 1989, the Bangladesh gov-
emment confiscated 1.5 million acres
of land from the nation’s minorities,
in addition to hownes, fishing ponds,
shops, and businesses, A November
1991 report indicates that 60 percent
of rainonty property may have al-
ready been confiscated.

ROOTS OF VIOLENCE

Though bom as a country only 20
years ago, Bangladesh is an ancient
land with a fong history. Together
with the present-day Indian state of
West Bengal, ancient Indian scrip-
tures refer to it as Banga desh {land}.
Banga, which the English called Ben-
gzl, covers the world’s largest delta,
that of the rivers of Ganga and
Brahmaputra.

For millennia, the Bengali area of
the Indian subcontinent has had a
mixture of religious, linguistic, and
ethnic groups. In Bangladesh, today's
minorities are Hindus, Buddhists, and
Christians, as well as plains and hill
tribal peoples and speakers of various
tribal and Urdu languages. The fate of
all these groups has come to be linked

1o that of Hindu Bengalis, who con-

stitute more than 95 percent of the
minorities, '

The Muslim presence dates at least
from the founteenth century, when
non-native Muslirn kings—Pathans
and Mughals—became rulers of Ben-
gal. However, Bengahis had started
embracing Islam even before then,
and Muslim rule expedited that pro-
cess. In the seventeenth century,
Muslim power declined throughout
India as British power rose, but rela-
tions among Hindu, Muslims, and
Buddhists remained relatively peace-
ful.

Two hundred years of British rule
dramatically changed the relations
between Bengal’s Hindus and Mus-
lims. An early British acticn that may
mark the first distancing of Hindus
from Muslims was the Permanent
Settlement Act. This 1792 law vested
Bengal's tax collection in the hands
of the overwhelmingly Hindu gentry
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at a lime when most peasants were
Muslim. (Muslim rulers also de-
pended on this Hindu gentry for gov-
eming Bengal.)

More concretely, religion-based
politics in Bangladesh—known in
theregionas“communalism”—origi-
nated in Britain’s partitioning of Ben-
gal in 1905 on the basis of religion.
Westemn Bengal, witha Hindu major-
ity, formed one province, and Mus-
lim East Bengal another. The British
claimed the area was too large lo
administer as one unit, but mosily
Hindu nationalists accused the Brii-
ish of a divide-and-rule policy that
injected religion into Indian politics.
The English exacerbated the tensions
by granting several benefits to Mus-
fim elites at the cost of the Hindu
middie-class. After much agitation.
in particular from the nationalists,
Britain reunited Bengal in 1912, but
communal politics remained a per-
manent feature therzs, as in all India.

Still, a precarious balance existed
in Bengal until the late 1940s. In
1946, on the eve of Indian indepen-
dence and the partitien of India ino
India and Pakistan, a ghastiy pogrom:.
supported by the ruiing Muslim
League administration in Bengal,
occurred against poor, rural Hindus -
in the eastern Noakhali district. Esti-
mates of the number of Hindus mur-
dered varies, from a governmeni fig-
ure of 1,000 1o unofficial figures of
tens of thousands. This killing cre-
ated the term *“Noakhalir danga”
{Noakhali Riot), and it set the stage
for the future of minorities in
Bangladesh.

Mahatma Gandhi intervened 10
stop the Noakhali camage, but after
Pakistan came into being there was
no Mahatma to stop the Killing af
Hindu and other minorities. Anti-
Hindu pogroms in East Pakistan look
place in 1947, 1949, 195t, 1952,
1954, 1956, 1964, and 1971, Pakis-
tan’s military-bureaucratic rulers rou-
tinely used anti-Hindu riots and anti-
India slogans to slow the growth of
Bengali nationalism.

In 1964, atthe height of the Bengali

G.R. Chowpnury, whe was horu in
Bangliadesh, was imprisoned for his par-
ticipation in the nationalist movement.
He now lives in the United States.
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in Dhaka, the termple of the god Sani and adjoining bulldings wers burned in 1990,

Ry O

nationalist movement, Pakistan un-
leashed a reign of terror, Estimates of
number of Hindus murdered varies
from 10,000 to several times that.
Newspapers in India reported this
event extensively, but those in Paki.
stan only noted that even Muslims
werekilled ryingto save Hinduneigh-
bors. The New York Times failed to
cover the tragedy, although the Wash-
ington Post and London Times re-
ported that over 1,000 were killed in
the first days of the killing, including
a U.S, priest,

Then came the 1971 independence
war during which Pakistan targeted
Hindu and other minorities, affecting
the homes and businesses of almost
all Hindu families. Over 70 percent of
those killed and those who became
refugees were Hindu and other mi-
norities. Bengali police and the Paki-
stani army frequently stopped men,
stripped them naked to check whether
they were circumcised or not, and
asked them to recite from the Koran.
Non-Muslim women were practically
barred from wearing anything that
would identify them as such, since
their identification as anything but
Muslim could mean instant death.
Many books cover this subject, al-
most all in Bengali; Bhayabaha
Aviggata(Termifying Experience)cov.
ers over 50 instances in which the
Pakistan army and its collaborators
murdered Hindus and Muslims. In
one case, soldiers shot to death 338
Hindus at Syedpurin North Bengal after
loading them in railway box cars.

POGROMS, KILLINGS, AND
OFFICIAL DISCRIMINATION

In Bangladesh, I have often asked
people, “How are minorities doing?”
For many years, the same answers
came over and over-—in villages and
cities, from rich and poor, from Mus-
limsand Hindus, Christians, and Bud-
dhists: “Barely surviving.” “Back
against the wall.” “On our way lo
destruction.” “We will not be able to
maintain our identity.” Until a few
years ago, | also heard, “A lot better
than before Pakistani rule.” Recently,
however, people say, “Even Paki-
stani days were better than now.”
This is saddening and sobering.
For a few years after independence,
large-scale killing of minorities dis-
appeared. It even seemed that the
majority-minority, Muslim-non-Mus-
lim communalism might end. After
all, minorities had paid a heavy price
for Bangladesh’s independence.
However, minorities soon started
to feel pressure for several reasons,
including the decision of Bangla-
desh’s first Prime Minister Mujibur
Rahman to issue a blanket pardon of
murderers after independence. In ad-
dition, Rahman, who was considered
tolerant and secular, retained the En-
emy Propenty Act, and he refused to
allow the repair of the Ramna Kali
temple in Dhaka city afterits desecra-
tion and buming by the Pakistanarmy.
Rahman also gave a famous speech in
the Chistagong Hillsin which he asked
the hill tribal peoples to give up their

Two hundred
years of British
rule dramaticall.
changed the rela
tively peaceful
relations between
Bengal's Hindus
and Muslims.

identity and become Bengalis.

. Attacks on minorities and their
festivities started 1o become routine,
and after Rahman’s assassination,
official anti-Hindu acts intensified.
Minorities could no longer get gov-
emment or semi-gov cniment jobs—
such as with the polive. the military,
or the bureaucracy---uvven though
Bangladesh's minoritivs are relatively
well educated (se¢ table helowry,
Minoritics complain that after pass-
ingcivil-servicetesis ihey are dropped
from consideraiion snce their iden-
tity becomes known. They are also
barred from overseas assignments al
Bangladeshi embassies or the United
Nations.

Of this situation, Matiur Rahman
and Syed Azizul Haq,two weil-known
Muslim intellectuals of Bangladesh,

Minority Hiring in Bangladesh
Administration (cfficers) 5%

- Administration {lower rank) 3-5%

. Administralion (secretaries) 0%

<1%

; Customs and excise 0%

. Income-tax officials 1.5%

| Miiitary officers 1.5%

I Military soldiers 0%

. Border security 0%

; Police, officers 6%
Polica rank and file 2.5%

. Major bank managers 0%

. Embassy & consulate staff 0%
Foreign assignmenis 0%

. Home Minisiry 0%

' Judiciary 0%

i Ministry of Defense 0%

i industry managers 1%

i Industrial iaborers 3-4%

{ Receni bank loans
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have written;

Even though there's no legal re-
striction on hiring [Hindu] mi-
norities at higher levels, in reality
we find there's neither a Hindu
Secretary nor an Additional Sec-
retary. There’s only one at the
Inext lower] level of Joint Secre-
.tary and only a few Deputy Secre-
taries. They don’t expect any pro-
motion.

At this moment there are only
six Hindu District Commissioners
fout of sixty-four], Although Hin-
dus may be appointed in the police
at the lower level, it will be hard to
Jfind [them] at the Police Super
level. There are none atthe foreign

service. Judiciary has a similar .

picture. There's only one judge at
the High Court level. In the
Bangladesh Army, there are only
six Hindu commissioned cofficers.
The highest ranking officer is a
colonel, and rest are majors.

i attacks on minorities °

and their temples, viharas, ashrams,
and churches also increased many-
fold in the last half of 1980s, with
large-scale attacks in 1987, 1989, and

1990, In 1989, over 400 temples were -

destroyed or damaged. This wave
reached its height with the destruc-
tion ar desecration of perhaps 80 per-
centof Bangladesh's Hindn-Buddhist
temples and the devastarion of thou-
sands of Hindu homes and businesses
between QOctober 30 and November
1,1990.The Disgrace, edited by Deba-
- shis Nandi in Bangladesh, lists 150

In one case
in the 1971
independence war,
Palistani soldiers
shot to death 338
Hindus after
loading them in
railway box cars.

Alter the carmage of November 1990, tha Bangladesh Hindu Buddhist Christian Unity Caunecil

marched with Muslim support.

temples totally or partially destroyed
or desecrated in the city of China-
gong alone. In February (991, the

‘Bangladeshi journal Parishad Barta

listed thousands of temples, churches,
homes, and businesses destroyed be-
tween October 30 and November 1,
1991. It aisolisted Christian churches,
schools, hospitals, andhomesaattacked
in January and February 1991 at the
beginning of the Gulf War. Anjali, a
book published in Dhaka in 1991,
lists another several hundred temples

-destroyed, damaged, or.desecrated,

{Basbara Crosette, a New York
Times teporter, wrote a glowing re-
port on minority security soon after
the November 1989 events, Again, in
March 1991, she visited Bangladesh
and wrote a similar story, in essence
supporting the pogroms while
temples, homes, and businesses were
still smoldering.)

BANGLADESH TODAY

Bangladeshi minorities have begun
organizing themselves under various
‘banners to protect their human rights
and document many of these atroci-
ties. There are committees organized
to push for the repeal of the Enemy
Property Act, to organize Puja festi-
vals, to protect against senling Mus-
lims in tribal lands, and to protect
Christian and Buddhist institutions,
The most impaortant among these
groups is a non-party organization,

.

G

the Bangladesh Hindu Buddhist
Christian Unity Council. Headgquar-
Jered in Dhaka, with branches all over
the country, the council has high-
lighted the destuction of churches
and temples and the forced eviction of
minorities to India, It has also brought
attention to the abduction, rape, and
forced conversion to Islam of women.
In parts of Bangladesh, fear of this has
made many minority families reluc-
tant to send their daughters to college
unmarried. The Unity Council docu-
ments such offenses in its journal,
Parishad Barta, but more important
than the absolute number of incidents
is the fear that has priped the minority
community. As a result, fewer girls
may be going to college, despitz a

‘long tradition .of higher education

among Hindu and Christian girls in
Bangladesh.
~ Besides the Unity Council, a
Bangladesh Women's Organization
and a Bingladesh Human Rights and
Legal Institute have been formed in
Dhaka. Other important organizations
include the Chiragong Hill Tracts
Peoples Action Committes and several
local Hindu, Buddhist, Christan, and
tribal organizations that protect the
rights of each group on a local level.
“The task of these organizations is
immense. The plight of Bangladesh's
minarities can be summarized in a
news report that appeared in Septem-
ber 1989 about a dirnt-peor Hindu of
the Nadirabad village in eastern



Bangladesiy In L9387, s, Birajbala
Debnath's husband was kidnapped
and cut lopmcswhmhemﬁlsadlo
give up his tiny homestead free of
charge to a Muslim and migrate to
India. A Muslim boatman, Abdus
Shahid, described what happened next
10 Mrs. Debnath and her five children:
I had my boat docked at the
Nadirabad village. It was in the
middle of the night, araund I a.m.
All of asudden, [ sawa group of 15
y to 20 pecple force Mrs. Birajbala
and her five children [into my

barrels], salf, and fime. The kiliers
- unloaded [the family] at the edge
of the bark. [ remained at my boat,
" All of a sudden, I saw that they
were about to slaughter Mrs.
Birajbala, She cried at the top of
her voice, She was begging again

- and again by clutching the legs of

the killers, The killers then cut her
into pieces and stuffed her into a

drum. After that, they cutintopieces -~ * * 5

the elder daughter. From a dis-
tance, [ watched the younger chil-
dren begging for their lives over

boat]. They were scared to death. and over again, [They were also
They couldn't even cry. Some had nuadered.] I can't express that in
hardothe:on.otha':dadu t.The words. Tears came out of my eyes.
asked me to row the { calledfor God: Oh Allah, why did
boat, I got scared, too. The boat you bring me -here? [ was feeling

" arrived ar the Dhopajhhuri Bill dizzy. There was.nothing that could
{riverbank].[Thekidnappersjhad be done, The killers buried both
already brought drums [empty 0il . -the drums in the river bed and

BANGLADESH'S REFUGEES"

Bangladesh's minoriry populauon
has declined drastically since the
1947 partition of India (see table).

Where have these people gone? All
have headed to India. The 1946
‘Noakhali riot made it clear that Pa-
kistan wouldn 't protect minority life
| and propesty, Thus, the riot marks
the start of Hindu migration to West
Bengal and Tripura in India, which
remained secular after partition, as
well as a general diaspora of
Bangladeshi Hindus, Buddhists,
Christians, and tribal groups. Tripura
is'now 70-percent Bcnga]i refugee,
including the state’s chief minister,
a member of the Congress Party,
and his Communist predecessor. A

ber of the Communist Party,and his
Congress predecessor,

Estimates of the total number of
‘Bangladeshi-origin Hindu, Bud-
dhist, Christian, and tribals in India
vary between 26 million and 38
million, Bangladeshi Buddhist refu-
gees make up the second largest
ethnic group in Arunachal and
Mizoram states, Refugees make up
the largest group in the Andaman
Islands, the central Indian Danda-
karanya Forest area, and parts of the
Indian states of Bihar, Assam,
Meghataya, Orissa.

third of West Bengal's"67 million -
people are of Bangladeshi origin, *
including the chief minister, amem- -

Over 50,000 Chakma refGgees—
Bangiadeshi Buddhist tnbals from
the Chittagong_ Hills—have been
camped in the Tripura State of India
for several years. Despite their de-
cmde—long armed autonomy move-
mexit, these tribal peoples contiffue™
to be displaced from their home-
land. In"1947, at the time of parti-
tion, the Chittagong Hill Tracts were .
almost 100 percant non-Muslim, but
by 1581 Muslims were over40 per-
cent of the population in its
Bandart_:an-disn-ict and over one-
third in‘the rest of théarea. -

In the wake of 1964"s reign -of
terror alone, over 1.1 million refu-
gees went to India. Acconding to
govemmient statistics, the pumber

+of Bangladeshi refugees going to

India each ‘year varied from abaut-
4,000 to a high of aver 660,000 in
'1964. However, natall refugees reg-
ister with'the Indian govemnment 1o
be counted in statistics.

Not surprisingly, this vast wave
of refugees has led to a backlash,
and anti-Bengali, anti-refugee inci-
dents have occurred in-Assam and
Tripura,

~ Minoritles in Bangladesh

Year Total Population Mimnbes
1941 41,597,297 - 29.3%
1951 44,165,750 23.4% -
1961 55,222,663 ° - - 19.6%
1974° 76,385,000 - 14.3%.
1981 89,921,000 © 13.3%

b

-

Tha leath-cantury Dhakas&a‘;'f'!a"rmla of the
goddess ol Dhaka was complately desiroyed
in Noveamber 1990.

asked me to row the boat. +

While several organizaticns ex-
pressed their outrage at these grue-
some murders, protests have done
nothing 1o stem nationwide attacks
on minorites. And one of the first
things that the newly eliected govem-
ment of Khaleda Zia discussed in
April 199! was whether minorities
should be allowed to vote for the
Muslim majoricy or not, potantially
creating’ a separate electorate. In the

semmerof 1991, twolow-caste Hindu

villages in the Kotalipara area were
burned to the ground on'the basis of a
false rumor. Mo one has been pros-
ecuted. Unless the world takes note of

_their plight, Bangladesh’s minorities

and theif cultures will follow &ither the
path of Mrs. Birajbata or that of million
of refugzes in India.

Organized attacks

on minorities and

temples, ashrams

and churches in-

creased manyfold

in the last half of
the 1980s.
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