Bangladeshi Hindu Community in Australia

Repression and atrocities against the Hindu minorities in Bangladesh

Bangladeshi Hindus spreading across the world including those living in Australia are deeply shocked and outraged at the unprecedented atrocities and repression against the Hindus in Bangladesh.  This has been systematically carried out by the Islamic Fundamentalists specially the supporters of the newly elected four-party alliance since 01 October 2001. The four-party alliance comprises Bangladesh Nationalist Party, Jamaat-e-Islami, Islami Oikyo Jote and Jatiya Party (Naziur). The atrocities include:

· Indiscriminate killings, arson, rape, eviction, extortion and looting, 

· Burning of Hindu temples, deities and other religious places

· Raping minor Hindu girls, gang-rape daughters in front of parents, gang-rape sisters in front of brothers, gang rape wives in front of Husbands and amputations.

· Threatening and forcing Hindus to leave the country  

This extreme act of violence in the name of Islam has created a horror throughout Bangladesh. It is beyond our imagination how many millions of lives this heinous and nefarious act has affected and we are certain that no amount of time will ever give proper healing. Our anguish and concern have reached the extreme level for the safety of our family members, friends and relatives left behind. We have been viewing with dismay and consternation that the administration and law enforcement authority are acting as mute spectators. In addition, in many cases, they are encouraging to commit such atrocities against the Hindu minorities.

Bangaldeshi newspapers and overseas media have been covering atrocities against the Hindus and the plight of the victims of such atrocities. Thousands of the Hindu families are disintegrated and displaced because of the horrors created by the Islamic Fundamentalists. Instead of providing help to the victims of the Hindu minorities, the Government has chosen to turn a blind eye to their woes. The gullibility and hesitancy displayed by the law enforcement authority and administration is unforgivable.

The Hindu minorities of almost all the areas of Bangladesh are running for their lives yet not able to escape from the atrocities and repression committed by these Islamic Fundamentalists. 

The atrocities and repression have reached such an alarming level that foreign diplomats in Bangladesh have set up a Fact-Finding Commission to investigate such atrocities and repression. It is estimated that more than 1500 Hindus are killed and over 10,000 injured by the Islamic Fundamentalists. Not to mention many more thousands have fled to neighbouring India.

We urge the people and the Government of Australia to voice against these atrocities against the Hindus of Bangladesh by the Islamic Fundamentalists and take immediate steps to stop the atrocities, bring the culprits to justice and rehabilitate the victims and rebuild their confidence. 

